Dialogia: FIU has a reputed multicultural tradition. How to keep this notorious tradition in a sometimes so adverse political and social scenery this kind of approach faces nowadays?
Flavia Iuspa: This is an excellent question. We are blessed that we are in a community where cultural diversity is the way we live. It is my opinion that as you walk through the FIU campuses, you will see that special effort is made to live up to the recognition of how diversity enriches our lives. It helps to recognize constantly that the world is more than just one culture or language, but rather together, we can live and find solutions to global issues.
Dialogia: Concerning FIU´s scenery, are cultural and languages differences a problem or a solution?
Flavia Iuspa: In my mind, I do not think of cultural and languages differences neither as problem nor as a solution. I think having the ability to recognize other points of views, that come from one´s cultural, language and experiences is a soft skill that we need to have and embrace. Globalization is giving us the opportunity to listen to each other and understand that differences do exist, but also local and global solutions are possible.
Dialogia: How do you connect this so wide and notorious approach with Education, specially teaching and learning formation?
Flavia Iuspa: As an Instructor, I strive to motivate my students to develop a lifelong learning disposition because I believe that newly acquired knowledge yields unexpected revelations and experiences. As I reflect on my teaching philosophy, I identify with the philosophies of John Dewey and Paulo Freire, as both played a key role in shaping the way I think about teaching and learning. Dewey advocated for a curriculum aligning to the social context that would promote democracy and a civil society. Freire highlighted the significance of a curriculum leading to empowerment and emancipation. For example in one of my online courses, I incorporated the Collaborative Online International Learning experience (COIL). This learning experience allows my studends from a period of six-weeks interact with the students from a university in Mexico. The purpose of this activity is for them, the US-Mexico students, to learn about the similarities or differences between the US and Mexico on global issues, and eventually for them to work on a solution. This, for me, epitomize what my teaching is, providing students with real-life situations where learning allows them to bring together the theory and practice through cultural perspectives. her research is about promoting bilingualism at home. She focuses on Portuguese, but her research can be applied to any other situation where a second language is spoken at home.
